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Introduction 
This document presents a sample of demographic and criminological information from 
publicly accessible data files.  In addition to presenting summaries of information 
contained in the files, links to official publications and datasets have been provided.  
This summary is not intended to be a comprehensive listing of publicly accessible files.  
Relevant data are available from a number of sources and can be accessed online and 
through other mechanisms. 
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This section presents information on the demographic characteristics of the population 
in: 

San Luis Obispo County 

 
Population of San Luis Obispo:  271,172 
These data were obtained from the California Department of Finance’s E-4: Population 
Estimates for Cities, Counties and the State, 2011-2021 with 2010 Census Benchmark, 
May 2021 report (https://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Estimates/e-
4/2010-21/).    
 

Population Estimates, 2012 – 2021 
 

271,933 

273,882 

276,091 
276,858 

277,704 
278,361 278,250 

277,850 

276,818 

271,172 

266,000

268,000

270,000

272,000

274,000

276,000

278,000

280,000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

February 2022

https://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Estimates/e-4/2010-21/
https://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Estimates/e-4/2010-21/


 
San Luis Obispo County 

 

3 
 

The information below consists of the race/ethnicity composition of: 
 
San Luis Obispo County 
 
The population data were obtained from the California Department of Finance’s  P-2D: 
Total Population by Total Hispanic and Non-Hispanic Race, 2010-2060 July 2021 report 
(http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Projections/http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forec
asting/Demographics/Projections/). 

 

2020 Population Estimate by Race/Ethnicity 
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Population Estimates and Projections by Race/Ethnicity, 2012 – 2020 
With Projections for 2021, 2025, and 2030 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2025 2030
White 193,433 193,469 194,385 194,119 194,239 193,491 192,948 191,893 190,746 192,132 192,832 192,625
Black 5,376 5,214 5,255 5,104 5,219 5,158 5,249 5,233 5,185 5,210 5,223 5,224
AIAN 1,429 1,415 1,433 1,436 1,459 1,451 1,449 1,450 1,459 1,469 1,492 1,518
Asian 8,398 8,479 8,598 8,611 8,699 8,740 8,812 8,870 8,891 8,966 9,266 9,682
NHPI 349 350 351 359 364 361 360 354 367 366 353 391
MR 6,146 6,218 6,317 6,383 6,457 6,520 6,599 6,639 6,640 6,752 6,972 7,305
Hispanic (any race) 58,152 58,828 59,871 60,572 61,500 62,100 62,760 62,837 62,863 63,679 65,505 67,984

Race/Ethnicity Estimates Projections

 
AIAN = American Indian/Alaska Native 
NHPI = Native Hawaiian/ Pacific Islander 
MR = Multi-Racial 
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The information below consists of the age composition of: 
 
San Luis Obispo County 
 
The population data comes from the California Department of Finance’s P-2B: 
Population Projections by Individual Year of Age, 2010-2060, July 2021 report 
(http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Projections/http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forec
asting/Demographics/Projections/). 

 

2020 Population Estimate by Age 
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Population Estimates and Projections by Age, 2012 – 2020; With Projections for 2021, 
2025, and 2030 
 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2025 2030
0-9 27,027 26,824 26,772 26,521 26,425 26,082 25,744 25,367 24,960 24,782 23,350 22,458

10-19 35,170 35,529 36,220 36,492 36,554 36,313 36,444 36,016 35,611 35,675 34,984 33,889
20-29 44,642 43,676 42,975 42,510 42,748 42,805 43,032 42,727 42,173 42,179 44,522 44,453
30-39 29,577 30,044 30,650 30,625 30,730 30,585 30,293 30,231 30,169 30,429 28,208 28,923
40-49 31,991 30,855 29,912 29,113 28,785 28,347 28,103 27,780 27,415 27,769 29,223 29,367
50-59 40,568 39,874 39,445 38,347 37,192 35,936 34,543 33,268 32,154 31,396 27,672 26,729
60-69 33,780 35,513 37,239 38,795 40,056 40,463 40,775 40,776 40,597 40,837 38,807 34,013
70-79 17,657 18,804 19,926 20,965 22,065 23,780 25,546 27,062 28,471 30,311 36,186 39,246
80-89 10,546 10,543 10,734 10,909 10,950 11,095 11,276 11,419 11,794 12,201 15,304 21,609
90+ 2,267 2,260 2,292 2,270 2,401 2,389 2,404 2,623 2,801 2,990 3,318 3,927

Population 
Group

Estimates Projections
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Crimes 
This section presents information on the number and type of reported crimes in: 
 
San Luis Obispo County 
 
The information summarized in this section comes from the California Department of 
Justice’s Crime and Clearance Data 1985-2020 file (https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/data), 
and also appears in the annual Crime in California publication 
(https://oag.ca.gov/cjsc/pubs).  This section includes charts and tables summarizing 
major offense categories. 
 

2020 Reported Crimes 
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2020 Reported Violent Crimes 
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Reported Crimes, 2012 – 2020 
 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Violent 906 1,069 1,177 1,134 1,115 829 746 630 816

Homicide 6 5 3 3 4 2 3 5 7
Rape 69 106 97 82 102 96 122 95 93

Robbery 78 81 71 77 88 85 72 77 79
Aggravated Assault 753 877 1,006 972 921 646 549 453 637

Property 6,252 6,208 5,683 6,786 6,687 5,812 5,569 5,119 4,610
Burglary 1,568 1,642 1,395 1,352 1,199 1,038 1,079 995 868

Motor Vehicle Theft 418 399 395 529 501 429 321 324 361
Larceny-Theft 4,266 4,167 3,893 4,905 4,987 4,345 4,169 3,800 3,381  
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Arrests 
This section presents information on the number of arrests made by reporting law 
enforcement agencies in: 

San Luis Obispo County 

The information summarized in this section includes the number of arrests for different 
types of offenses, the race/ethnicity of arrestees, and the ages of arrestees. Information 
reported in this section comes from the California Department of Justice’s Online Arrest 
Data 2008-2020 file (https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/data), and also appears in the 
annual Crime in California publication (https://oag.ca.gov/cjsc/pubs).  

Two important caveats to keep in mind:  
• the number of arrests represent the number of arrests made, not the number of 

individuals arrested (a person can be arrested more than one time)  
• the reported arrest offense is the most serious offense (the one with the most 

severe possible sanction).  

Number of Arrests for Type of Offense, 2015 – 2020  
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Reported Arrests, 2012 – 2020 
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Total Felony 2,620     2,539     2,537     1,662     1,689     1,701     1,552     1,463     1,574     
Violent 684        589        631        664        669        680        644        583        632        

Property 550        545        522        388        421        381        350        312        260        
Drug 903        981        992        225        184        158        106        108        137        

Sex 66           53           46           48           48           40           32           38           37           
All other 417        371        346        337        367        442        420        422        508        

Total Misdemeanor 9,369     9,010     9,436     9,605     10,178   10,274   9,427     8,428     7,149     
Total Status 15           11           13           4             9             18           5             14           N/A
TOTAL 12,004   11,560   11,986   11,271   11,876   11,993   10,984   9,905     8,723      

Number of Arrests by Race/Ethnicity, 2012 – 2020 
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Black 653        636        729        670        663        642        593        592        555        
Hispanic 3,069     2,755     2,900     2,731     3,052     3,058     3,069     2,748     2,707     
White 10,418   10,155   10,355   9,041     9,347     9,422     8,239     7,540     6,570     
Other 484        553        539        491        503        572        635        488        465        
TOTAL 14,624   14,099   14,523   12,933   13,565   13,694   12,536   11,368   10,297    

 

2020 Arrests by Race/Ethnicity 
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Number of Arrests by Age, 2012 – 2020 
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Under 18 682        511        465        399        472        483        341        321        155        
18-19 1,072     1,055     922        597        692        578        488        409        297        
20-29 5,329     5,230     5,172     4,698     4,707     4,497     4,185     3,501     3,096     
30-39 3,043     3,056     3,173     3,088     3,376     3,602     3,282     3,228     3,233     
40-69 4,433     4,180     4,724     4,090     4,257     4,451     4,125     3,806     3,435     
70 and over 65           67           67           61           61           83           115        103        81            
 

2020 Arrests by Age 
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Jails 
This section presents information on the jail inmate population in: 
 
San Luis Obispo County 
 
The data in this section comes from the Board of State and Community Corrections Jail 
Profile Survey – Online Querying (https://app.bscc.ca.gov/joq//jps/QuerySelection.asp), 
and also appears in the quarterly Jail Profile Survey report 
(http://www.bscc.ca.gov/s_fsojailprofilesurvey.php). 
 
The information summarized in this section includes: the average daily population of jail 
inmates, the average daily population of male and female inmates, and the average 
daily population of unsentenced1 and sentenced inmates2 (inmates who have been 
sentenced on all charges). Data for 2021 are for the first three quarters only (January 
through September). 
 

Average Daily Population of Jail Inmates, 2012 – 2021 
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1 Unsentenced inmates are individuals who are in custody and are awaiting sentencing on one or more 
charges.  This would include individuals who have just been booked into jail, those in custody awaiting 
court hearings, those in custody awaiting trial, those being held during trial, and those who have been 
tried and are awaiting sentencing. 
2 Sentenced inmates are individuals who have been tried and sentenced on all charges, and are awaiting 
transport to prison, or are serving some portion of their sentence in jail. 

February 2022

https://app.bscc.ca.gov/joq/jps/QuerySelection.asp
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/s_fsojailprofilesurvey.php


 
San Luis Obispo County 

 

14 
 

Proportion of Male and Female Inmates 
2012 – 2021 
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