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AVERAGE DAILY COST TO HOUSE INMATES IN TYPE II AND III LOCAL 
DETENTION FACILITIES 
 
 
 
On May 17, 2012 The Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC), formally 
the Corrections Standards Authority, requested data from every jail system in the state 
of California on the Average Daily Cost (ADC) to incarcerate inmates in Type II and III 
Local Detention Facilities (Jails).  92.9% of jails in California responded to our inquiry.  
We have completed our survey and attached a copy of the reported findings. 
 
We requested each jail system, using the 2010-2011 data, take the total cost to 
operate their jail system (including all Type II and III facilities within your jurisdiction); 
divide it by the Average Daily Population (ADP); and divide this number by 365 days.  
Calculations included but were not limited to the following costs: 

 
• Salary and benefits for staff; 
• Food costs; 
• Inmate clothing and supplies; 
• Medical and mental health services; 
• Medical supplies; 
• Contract maintenance; 
• Inmate transportation;  
• Percentage of staff time used for jail administration (for example: if a 

sheriff and their staff may spend 30% of their time working on jail related 
issues, then 30% of their salaries and benefits can be used); and 

• Any other legitimate jail related expense(s). 
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The weighted statewide ADC to incarcerate an inmate among all Type II and III Jails 
was $113.87 per day.  This was compared to the average reported in 2010 of $112.39 
per day, and results in a 1.3% increase.  We also broke out the averages by jail size 
and regions and found similar results. 
 
We sincerely appreciate the effort in helping us to produce this valuable document and 
thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gary Wion, Deputy Director 
Facilities Standards and Operations Division 
Corrections Standards Authority 
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BOARD OF STATE AND COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS 
AVERAGE DAILY COST 
TYPE II AND III JAILS 

2011 
Agency  S/M/L  U/S/R  ADP  ADC 

Alameda Sheriff’s Department  L  U  3,747  $124.26 

Amador Sheriff’s Department  S  U  77  $138.25 

Butte Sheriff’s Department  M  S  564  $92.31 

Calaveras Sheriff’s Department  S  R  67  $101.63 

Colusa Sheriff’s Department  S  R  48  $141.24 

Contra Costa Sheriff’s Department  L  U  1,471  $106.10 

Del Norte Sheriff’s Department  S  R  111  $85.81 

El Dorado Sheriff’s Department  M  S  319  $115.16 

Fresno Sheriff’s Department  L  U  1,917  $116.06 

Glenn Sheriff’s Department  S  R  96  $100.63 

Humboldt Sheriff’s Department  M  S  378  $102.12 

Imperial Sheriff’s Department  M  S  577  $81.04 

Inyo Sheriff’s Department  S  R  68  DNR 

Kern Sheriff’s Department  L  U  2,391  $85.83 

Kings Sheriff’s Department  M  S  360  $55.73 

Lake Sheriff’s Department  S  R  235  $101.00 

Lassen Sheriff’s Department  S  R  80  DNR 

Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department  L  U  14,563  $116.15 

Madera Department of Corrections  M  S  402  $78.25 

Marin Sheriff’s Department  M  U  293  $157.00 

Mariposa Sheriff’s Department  S  R  38  $151.00 

Mendocino Sheriff’s Department  M  R  207  $118.01 

Merced Sheriff’s Department  M  S  649  $156.24 

Modoc Sheriff’s Department  S  R  22  $96.16 

Mono Sheriff’s Department  S  R  26  DNR 

Monterey Sheriff’s Department  L  S  1,059  $124.00 

Napa Sheriff’s Department  M  S  265  $100.42 

Nevada Sheriff’s Department  S  R  169  $181.49 

Orange Sheriff’s Department  L  U  5,806  $131.00 

Placer Sheriff’s Department  M  S  526  $169.92 

Plumas Sheriff’s Department  S  R  37  $134.82 

Riverside Sheriff’s Department  L  U  3,307  $142.42 

Sacramento Sheriff’s Department  L  U  4,042  97.03 



Agency  S/M/L  U/S/R  ADP  ADC 

San Benito Sheriff’s Department  S  R  130  $82.45 

San Bernardino Sheriff’s Department   L  U  5,318  $65.73 

San Diego Sheriff’s Department  L  U  4,629  $158.30 

San Francisco Sheriff’s Department  L  U  1,547  $140.00 

San Joaquin Sheriff’s Department  L  U  1,149  $113.38 

San Luis Obispo Sheriff’s Department  M  S  541  $95.88 

San Mateo Sheriff’s Department  M  U  978  $198.60 

Santa Barbara Sheriff’s Department  M  S  894  $132.02 

Santa Clara Sheriff’s Department  L  U  3,537  $128.32 

Santa Cruz Sheriff’s Department  M  S  429  $103.00 

Shasta Sheriff’s Department  S  R  229  $138.40 

Sierra Sheriff’s Department  S  R  5  DNR 

Siskiyou Sheriff’s Department  S  R  94  $102.46 

Solano Sheriff’s Department  M  S  768  $138.00 

Sonoma Sheriff’s Department  M  S  957  $178.20 

Stanislaus Sheriff’s Department  L  S  1,020  $91.16 

Sutter Sheriff’s Department  S  R  194  $77.17 

Tehama Sheriff’s Department  S  R  180  $64.06 

Trinity Sheriff’s Department  S  R  50  $127.86 

Tulare Sheriff’s Department  L  S  1,369  $69.00 

Tuolumne Sheriff’s Department  S  R  119  $120.88 

Ventura Sheriff’s Department  L  U  1,396  $128.07 

Yolo Sheriff’s Department  M  S  384  $122.46 

Yuba Sheriff’s Department  M  S  390  $78.50 

TOTALS      70,224  $113.87
(Weighted State Average) 

Averages  Large (17)    58268  $108.88 

  Medium (18)    9674  $119.71 

  Small (22)    2279  $114.62 

    Urban (17)  56168  $118.71 

    Suburban (19)  11851  $109.65 

    Rural (21)  2205  $106.94 

Abbreviations:  Notes: 

ADP  Average Daily Population  Salmon Color denotes the agency did not reply  
ADC  Average Daily Cost Per Inmate  Small Jail System   1 to 250 ADP 
U/S/R  Urban, Suburban and Rural Counties  Medium Jail system   251 to 1000 ADP 
S/M/L  Small, Medium and Large Jail Systems  Large Jail System  1000 and above ADP 

 
Agencies  that  supplied  ADC  per  facility  were 
weight average into jail system averages. 
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