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Adult Recidivism Definition

Recidivism is defined as conviction of a new felony or misdemeanor committed within
three years of release from custody or committed within three years of placement on

supervision for a previous criminal conviction.:

Supplemental Measures

This definition does not preclude other measures of offender outcomes. Such measures
may include new arrest, return to custody, criminal filing, violation of supervision, and

level of offense (felony or misdemeanor).

Recidivism Rates

While the definition adopts a three-year standard measurement period, rates may also be

measured over other time intervals such as one, two, or five years.

1 “Committed” refers to the date of offense, not the date of conviction.
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