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Summary of Key Data Elements for Juvenile Justice Tracking across Processing Decision Points 
DRAFT 

 
NOTE: (1) This table identifies key data elements presented by the Committee; however, it does not operationalize them (i.e., 
identify how they would be measured—this would be the next step once data elements are identified as being required); (2) these 
elements are presented as individual-level data—facility level measures mentioned are listed in “other” at the end of the table; and 
(3) an “X” indicates each processing stage that a data element should be measured. 
 Arrest/ 

Referral 
 

Detention 
Informal 
Diversion 

Formal 
Diversion 

Charging/ 
Adjudication 

 
Disposition 

Post-
Dispo 

Arrest/Referral Description 
Source of Referral  X       
Type of Referral  X       
Offense Charge by Code  X X X X X X  
Offense Type (i.e., Misdem v. Felony v. 707b) X X X X X X  
Brought to Detention Intake  X      
Risk Level Assessed at Intake  X      
Outcome of Detention Intake  X      
    Detained  X      
    Returned Home w/ Electronic Monitoring  X      
    Returned Home w/Alternative to Detention  X      
        
Youth Demographic Description 
Current or Previous Case in Child Welfare X       
Gender X X X X X X X 
LGBT X X X X X X X 
Race X X X X X X X 
Ethnicity X X X X X X X 
Age X X X X X X X 
Living Situation        
Primary Parent/Caregiver        
Socioeconomic Status X X X X X X X 
Zip code X X X X X X X 
Citizenship Status X X X X X X X 
Previous Contact with CJ/JJ system  X X X X X X X 
 Arrest/  Informal Formal Charging/  Post-
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Referral Detention Diversion Diversion Adjudication Disposition Dispo 

Case Processing Information 
Diversion Decisions by Referral Source   X X    
Type of Diversion   X X    
Diversion Outcome (i.,e., Successful)   X X    
Outcomes for Failed Diversion   X X    
Decision to Petition to Juvenile Court     X   
Referral for a 241.1 Hearing     X   
Competency Issue     X   
Sustained Petitions     X   
Original Charge v. Adjudicated Charge v. 
Sustained Charge 

    X   

Probation Recommendation v. Court 
Disposition and Order 

    X   

Timing of Probation Recommendations (i.e., 
Pre vs. Post Adjudication)  

    X   

Role of other stakeholders     X   
Type of Disposition (including Dual 
Jurisdiction) 

    X X  

Victim Restitution     X X X 
        
Juvenile to Adult Case Processing Information 
Direct Files     X   
Reverse Remands to Juvenile Court     X   
Fitness Motions     X   
Fitness Motion Outcomes     X   
Conviction in Adult Court     X   
Role of other stakeholders     X   
Sentencing Outcome      X  
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 Arrest/ 

Referral 
 

Detention 
Informal 
Diversion 

Formal 
Diversion 

Charging/ 
Adjudication 

 
Disposition 

Post-
Dispo 

Supervision and Incarceration/Placement  
Type/Level of Supervision in Community      X  
Type of Placement—Detention Facility, 
Relative/Non-Relative Care, Foster Home, 
Group Home, Camp, DJJ 

     X  

Length of Supervision/Incarceration/ 
Placement 

     X  

Group Home Information      X  
Level (RCL)      X  
      In-state / out-of-state      X  
In-county / out-of-county      X  
Type of Correctional Institution      X  
     Supervision Level        
Experiences in Placement Detention      X  
     Use of Pepper Spray      X  
    Solitary Confinement      X  
    AWOLs/Escapes      X  
Return to Child Welfare System Upon Exit      X  
      X  
Family/Youth Involvement in Other Systems 
Child Welfare Involvement X     X X 
     Open CW case X     X X 
Placement history: Number and Type X     X X 
Referrals to/Services Provided by the 
Department of Mental Health  

X     X X 

Referrals to/Services Provided by the 
Department of Public Health  

X     X X 

Family Involvement with Public Assistance 
(e.g., general relief, food stamps) 

X     X X 

Enrollment in Medi-Cal X     X X 
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 Arrest/ 
Referral 

 
Detention 

Informal 
Diversion 

Formal 
Diversion 

Charging/ 
Adjudication 

 
Disposition 

Post-
Dispo 

Risk, Need, and Resiliency Factors 
Age at First Arrest X X X X X X X 
Prior Contact with CJ/JJ System X X X X X X X 
Family History/Involvement in the Justice 
System 

X X X X X X X 

Gang Involvement X X X X X X X 
Risk Level Overall and by Individual, Family, 
School, Peer and Community Domains (from 
Risk Tool) 

X X X X X X X 

Protective/Strengths Level by Domain (from 
tool when available) 

X X X X X X X 

Education        
School enrollment status X X    X X 
Name and type of school attending  X X    X X 
School Attendance X X    X X 
Special Education Status X X    X X 
Age Appropriate Grade Level X X    X X 
Developmental disability/Regional centers X X    X X 
Current Grade Level X X    X X 
Academic Performance X X    X X 
School Credit Status X X    X X 
School discipline history X X    X X 
Length of Time in School X X    X X 
Earned Credits X X    X X 
Graduation/GED Completion X X    X X 
Enrollment in Higher Education        
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 Arrest/ 

Referral 
 

Detention 
Informal 
Diversion 

Formal 
Diversion 

Charging/ 
Adjudication 

 
Disposition 

Post-
Dispo 

Behavioral Health        
Exposure to Violence  X X    X X 
Trauma History X X    X X 
Involvement in Commercial Exploitation X X    X X 
Substance Abuse X X    X X 
Mental Health Problems X X    X X 
Need for/Use of Psych Meds X X    X X 
Psychiatric hospitalizations X X    X X 
        
Programming 
Number and Type of Services Accessed   X X  X X 
Time to Enroll in Services (includes Ed)   X X  X X 
Duration and Status in Services   X X  X X 
ILP eligibility and receipt        
Relationship between Need for Services and 
Type of Services Accessed  

  X X  X X 

Change in Risk, Need, and Protective Factors 
over Time 

X  X X  X X 

        
Additional Data for Tracking 
Successful completion of probation       X 
      Time to Completion       X 
Transition to Extended Foster Care       X 
Employment       X 
Probation violations        X 
     Type of condition(s) violated       X 
     Court Result for Violation       X 
Bench Warrants—Number and Reason       X 
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 Arrest/ 

Referral 
 

Detention 
Informal 
Diversion 

Formal 
Diversion 

Charging/ 
Adjudication 

 
Disposition 

Post-
Dispo 

Recidivism (6 months &/or 1 year?)       X 
      New arrest        
      Type of New Arrest        
New sustained petitions       X 
Return to Custody       X 
      Adult Charges & Outcome       X 
Death       X 
Other  
ADP Capacity        
Registration – sex, gang, arson        
    Sex offender 290.008        
Sealed Records–whether/when/how        
System cost        
Facility Level Data        
Occupancy         
Use of Pepper Spray, Isolation         
Availability of programming/services        
 

Options for Approaching a California State Based Data System (NOTE: Probably more options but here is a starting 
point) 

1. Focus on system characteristics  revision/update of the JCPSS system 
2. Revise, update, and augment JCPSS system to include more youth characteristics and tracking measures 
3. Create a state-based information system that collects extensive system and youth characteristics 
4. Create a state-based information system that collects extensive system and youth characteristics and interface with 

other key agency databases 

 


